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Background

• Wetlands have undergone many changes 
since European settlement

• Wimmera Mallee Pipeline is introducing 
major changes to management of water 
on farms

• Change from an open system of channels 
and dams to closed system of pipes and 
stock troughs

















Wimmera Mallee Domestic 
and Stock Channel System

• Original channel network extended for 
17,500 km

• Delivered 27,000 megalitres per year
• Filled 20,000 farm dams
• Supplied water to 36 towns















BCG Research  Questions

• What are the biodiversity values of the 
different water delivery systems on farms 
in the Wimmera and southern Mallee?

• Can biodiversity be maintained with a 
change from an open delivery system to a 
closed system?









Key Findings

• Greater biodiversity at sites with water and 
sites with trees

• No frogs in northern mallee pipeline area
• Stock troughs do not enhance biodiversity
• Wildlife water points can maintain 

biodiversity levels comparable to dams in 
trees



New Research

• Will frogs use wildlife ponds?
• Can wildlife ponds be used to sustain frog 

populations across the channel/dam 
region?

• Is there any potential to restore frog 
populations to their former sites in the 
northern mallee pipeline region?
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