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The Research Advisory Committee (RAC) is a committee of the Board and its role is to lead, 

guide and monitor the research activities of WIDCORP. Its responsibilities include facilitation 

of collaborative and multi-disciplinary research, knowledge transfer and dissemination of 

research findings to appropriate audiences. The RAC provides regular reports to the Board 

and advises the Board on research proposal and directions. 

 

RAC Memberships:  

 
Assoc Professor Peter Gel, Chairman, Director Centre for Environmental Management, 
University of Ballarat  
   
Dr Pam McRae-Williams, WIDCORP Research Director  
 
Ms Jo Bourke, Community Representative  
 
Assoc Professor John McDonald, School of Behavioural, Social Sciences, and Humanities 
(BSSH), University of Ballarat  
 
Professor Julian Lowe, Director Centre for Regional Innovation and Competitiveness 
(CRIC), University of Ballarat  
 
Professor John Yearwood, Director Centre for Informatics and Applied Optimisation (CIAO), 
University of Ballarat 
 
Dr Peter Dahlhaus, Centre for Environmental Management, University of Ballarat  
 
Mr Paul Atherton, Manager Research and Regional Development GWMWater  
 
Dr Andrew Barton, Senior Water Resources Engineer GWMWater 
 
Dr Gavin Thoms, Executive Director, Business Development, Melbourne Systems Lab Uni 
Melb   
 
Mr Brian Kearns, Department of Primary Industries  
 
Mr Eddie Lee, Board Member Mallee Catchment Management Authority  
 
Mr Philip Sabien, Executive Director Wimmera Development Association  
 
Ms Alexandra Gartmann, CEO Birchip Cropping Group  

 

Other contributors contribute to the RAC from time to time to provide advice and expertise in 

areas of particular research interest. 

 


